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them require that holes shall be drilled, and in the great majority of
coal mines and in all metalliferous mines blasting is still in use.
The hole drilled is several feet in length, and from 1J to 2 inches in

diameter, and the number of holes and their depth will depend upon
the nature of the mineral, the cohesive force holding it to the other
strata, the thickness of the seam, and so on.